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WALES, WI - The Kettle Moraine School District announced it has furloughed 50 

employees due to school closures under the Governor’s Safer at Home directive. The 

majority of affected staff are custodians and food service employees.  

“We will keep them whole through unemployment benefits and bring them back into service 

when we are able to do so,” said Superintendent Dr. Patricia Deklotz.  “While the idea of 

furloughs is difficult, our state and federal government recognize the need to support these 

workers financially and we as a district will maintain their benefits during the furlough.”  

The negative financial impact COVID-19 is having on school district budgets is just as real as 

the impact on private sector businesses and employees. The district will realize modest 

savings on expenses, but will incur additional expenses in some areas and lost revenue in 

others. Totals will be made public when the district’s fiscal year is complete. 

“With the closing of school buildings and grounds extended to June 30, KM has 

re-evaluated the role of various employee groups,” said Deklotz. “We simply do not have the 

normal work responsibilities as when people are using the buildings or serving meals to the 

full student population. This action is not a reflection on the valuable role our furloughed 

employees play, but a reality of the lack of work, and the need for the district to remain 

fiscally responsible.” 

The current furloughs are likely not the end of the negative financial impact of COVID-19. 

Future challenges are unknown, but almost a certainty, as Wisconsin balances its budget. 

School district budgets statewide are expected to be impacted.  

“Through these uncertain times, Kettle Moraine remains steadfast in its commitment to 

educate, serve and support students and their families,” said Deklotz. “Our mission and 

goals to provide educational excellence continues. We will get through this challenging time 

together as a community.” 

- Learning Without Boundaries –


